
 

Figure 3: Timeline – Gakumbo group members 

1979

Ginnery completely collapsed 
due bankruptcy & decreased 
market of cotton. 

-Loan scheme to farmers 
completely withdrawn. 

-Increased exploitation by 
brokers. 

I i

Community 
started furrow 
irrigation 
project

1978

Visit to Kaguru 
farmers training center 
– 1st nappier grass 
introduced.

1976

-Gov’nt tractors 
services started 
on loan basis but 
stopped after one 
year. 

-Spray pumps 
given out as loan 
by the ginnery 
but withdrawn 
after collapse of 
ginnery in 1979 

1975

Tobacco- Introduced by Mr. 
Green through BAT. Introduced 
as an alternative after collapse 
of ginnery. 

-Negative perception by the 
church- intensified awareness 
campaign. 

-Employment opportunities 
increased. 

-Increased income to farmers. 

1973

-Tanzanian bean introduced by 
MoA. Technology passed on by 
Indian businessman. 

Used as cash crop – fetched 
high price, high producing & 
very popular.  

-Withdrawn after one year due 
to increase in tax by 
Government. 

-Lacked local market & 
confusion on variety hence 
complete disappearance of 
seeds. 

-Disadvantages- difficult 
threshing. 

1st dip started. 

-Tick borne diseases 
decreased. 

-Small fee charged. 

First Community Health 
centre 

197219711970

-Settlement scheme 
started by GoK. 

-Clearing & gardening. 

-Grazing of local cattle 

1968

Tse tse fly 
control by Mr. 
Laru 
(Whiteman) 

First 
primary 
school 
started 



-Bought 1st pure Toggenburg buck. 

-Increased no. of upgrades. 

-Increased milk production. 

-Increase in number of visitors. 

-Improved market of goats. 

-Positively changed lifestyle of local

1998 2001

Started a beekeeping project.  

-Funds were donated by a VSO 
student attached to FARM Africa 
from Birmingham University-UK. 

-Trained two members on bee 
management. 

-Has harvested one super box of 
h

El-Nino 
Floods 

1997

Started a dairy 
goat group. 

-Preparation to 
buy a buck 
started.

1996

First information 
on dairy goat from 
the neighboring 
division. Some 
farmers bought 
upgrades but 
project didn’t pick 
because of the 
long distance. 

19881980

Mutethia water 
project started. 

-Ignited growth of 
bananas & 
horticultural crops. 

-Water used for 
livestock intake. 

-Women daily 
workload reduced. 

-Disadvantage-Lack 
of money for 
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1981 1984

Massive drought killed 
livestock and some 
people. 

1st drought- ndakua 
ngwete of 1981. 

2nd drought- Kathika of 
1984. 

[Gakumbo timeline – continued] 

 

 


